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$hopGirl: Bustling corner on Broadway enchants
By Jennifer Rodriguez / Special to the Express-New s
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This Consuela bag, $69, Guatemalan pillow cover, $38-$48, and table runners, $165, are all at Tienda al Garza. JENNIFER
RODRIGUEZ / SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS
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Yes, $hopGirl knows it's summer and that downtown is
full of tourists, but head to The Shops at the 110 Broadway
area and you'll forget all about the heat and crowds. There
are some seriously fun stores $hopGirl thinks you should
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[*] Font know about. From traditional Mexican silver jewelry and
classic western wear to a contemporary art glass shop and
fun Mexican and South American finds — with a boutique
thrown in for good measure — we're going to have a

great time.
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While downtown, check out the new restaurant Bella on
the River, which is getting lots of love from critics. And
Carifio's Boutique is a just a few blocks away (we'll visit it
another time, but it's worth checking out). Warning: $hopGirl spent too long shopping and got a
parking ticket, so be sure to keep up with the meters or pay to park. An $8 lot around the corner
takes cash and credit.
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and geta be“er deal
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ENTERTAINMENT

Tienda la Garza

Tienda la Garza, 110 Broadway, Suite 100, is a treasure trove of Mexican and Latin American
finds, with amazing items and brands you won't find other places, including $hopGirl's current
fave, Pineda Colavin. This brand uses aspects of Mexican culture to create beautiful scarves, ties,
handbags, ponchos, sunglasses and more.

There's a variety of fab Mexican dresses and tops for women and girls and shirts for men. The
store also carries cool men's wallets decorated with loteria icons and Mexican bank notes. Review: Maria Bamford at Laugh
$hopGirl loved the Ene-Arte hearts and cross hangings, $50, and loteria paintings, $80, as well Out Loud Comedy Club

as the Guatemalan table runners and pillow covers.

Tienda la Garza also sells filigree earrings with real stones, Mexican oilcloth that can be SPORTS

purchased by the yard and large, detailed woodcarvings by Jacobo and Maria Angeles. You'll
love the candleholders, pots, pitchers and fun potholders. Be sure to check out the one-of-a-kind
vests, $350, and goods made with Jumex cans. Good to know: The store will also custom-
embroider guayaberas.

Gallery Vetro

Amazing art glass by 100 artists from “as local as we can get” to throughout the U.S., Canada

and Europe is on sale at this gallery, 513 E. Houston St. $hopGirl was drawn to the gorgeous

jewelry — it really is a treat just to get to check it out. Father of Chelsea player Mikel
abducted in Nigeria
But this great shop also has everything from lighting and vases to wine stoppers and wall

hangings. There are fabulous blown-glass, hand-painted ornaments in fun shapes — a sugar
skull, Virgen de Guadalupe, El Dia de los Muertos altar (complete with pic of Pancho Villa),
Pope John Paul I, Milagro Cross and more, $45 each.

The Alamo candle tea lights would make great gifts for wedding parties, and the glass
cascarones are fun. Have a hard person to shop for? The paperweights are perfect in a variety of
prices; $hopGirl liked the Celestial series best (around $115). And then there are the really
amazing pieces, such as chandeliers that can be custom-designed and cost an average of $7,500;
the Buddha by Victor Chiarizia; and the masterpiece violin by Dino Rosin.

Gallery Vetro also carries adorable salt-and-pepper shakers, glass flowers and tall and skinny
altos, which are perfect for those little niches in your home.

While you may want to leave your kiddos at home for this one, it's good to know that this store
will validate Hyatt parking with a purchase in its store.

Mar Imports

For traditional Mexican silver jewelry and pieces, Mar Imports, 110 Broadway, Suite 105, needs
to be on your radar. It carries beautiful filigree earrings, lots of Aztec pieces and roses (all made
from one sheet of silver) in pendants and rings. Most of the store is divided by color of stone, so
it's easy to find what you like.

Right now, silver hoop earrings are especially hot, so it has a great variety of those as well. The
shop offers the classic concho belt, baby spoons and rattles, and ID bracelets and buckles for
men. It also has a few charms, including a Star of David and one of the Ten Commandments.

$hopGirl loved the wood and silver domino set, silver rosary beads and three shapes and sizes of
sterling napkin rings.

While 9o percent of the store is Mexican silver, it does carry amber from Poland and a few
American Indian pieces as well.

El Vacquero

El Vacquero, 110 Broadway, Suite 110, carries quality western wear for those who want to wear
their boots for more than a season. You'll find name brands for boots and hats, including
Lucchese, Dan Post, Laredo and more. There are some beautiful sterling belt buckles by



Montana Silversmiths and Vogt. $hopGirl loved the sterling earrings and bracelets with
turquoise, and Lucchese Diva boots (if only she could afford them!). Good to know: This store's
owner says that if you have a western accessory that needs to be repaired, he can do it.

Hip Dingo

The motto at Hip Dingo, 515 E. Houston St., Suite 110 (a second store is at 17502 La Cantera
Parkway, Suite 106), is “it shouldn't cost a lot to look hot.” And this fun store offers something
for kids up to women and plus sizes. There are funny signs everywhere, all available for
purchase. It also has lots of fun jewelry, sunglasses and dresses.

There are plenty of jeans and T-shirts with lots of sparkle, and fun flips by Lindsay Phillips and
Yellow Box. The S.T.A.M.P. watches are cool and can be worn as necklaces and key chains.
There are Lolita glasses, iPhone skins and Bauble Lulu beads. Hip Dingo also has a fun variety of
gift items for men, including “BBQ Sh*t Kit” seasonings, which, despite the name, are delish,
$hopGirl was assured.

Jennifer Rodriguez is a local freelance writer/researcher who loves to shop in her spare time.
$hopGirl can be reached at thebizwriter@gmail.com.
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